Liver abscess due to clostridium septicum. A case report and review of the literature.
The onset of liver abscess due to Clostridium septicum -an anaerobic gram-positive bacillus- is a rare condition, generally arising in cancer patients. The radiological picture is that of gas-containing pyogenic abscess, that predominates within preexisting liver metastases. We report a case of a 50-year-old patient with metastatic colon cancer who was referred with multiple Clostridium septicum liver abscesses. The patient underwent parenteral antibiotherapy as well as transcutaneous drainage of the largest liver abscess. However the outcome was unfavorable in a clinical picture of liver failure that was likely due to disease progression rather than sepsis. Clostridium septicum liver abscess is a life-threatening condition that occurs in fragile patients, mostly with metastatic cancers. A review of the reported cases is presented and treatment options are discussed.